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To:  Somerville Public Schools School Committee
From: Dr. Jessica Boston Davis, Assistant Superintendent of Academ

Date: December 1, 2025

Subje( School Year 2026 - 2027 Calendar

Background: Massachusetts state law requires school committees to schedule the school year. See
language from the regulation:

27.03: School Year Requirements

(1) Prior to the beginning of each school year, every school committee shall establish school year
schedules for each of the public schools under its supervision and control, based on the particular
learning needs of students within each school. In determining the school year schedule for each
school, the school committee shall be guided by the student learning time plan recommended by the
school council for each school, and shall attempt to maximize high quality teaching, learning, and
professional development opportunities.

(2) Every school committee shall schedule a school year which includes at least 185 school days at
each elementary, middle, and secondary school within the school district.

(3) Every school committee shall operate the schools within its district at least 180 school days in a
school year.

(4) School committees are encouraged to exceed the minimum number of school days wherever
possible, and to offer extended day and extended year programs that expand student learning
opportunities.

(5) A school committee may establish a separate school year and school day schedule for
kindergarten programs which it maintains pursuant to the Board Regulations for 603 CMR 8.00:
Kindergartens: Minimum School Age, so long as it provides a minimum of 425 annual hours of
structured learning time. In those school districts which schedule two sessions of kindergarten daily,
the school committee shall adopt a schedule for its kindergarten programs which ensures equal
instructional time for all kindergarten students.

Regulatory Authority:
603 CMR 27.00: M.G.L. c. 69, 5s.1G; M.G.L. c. 69, s. 1B.
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Our Schools are one of the reasons why Somerville was named one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People from 2008-2009.



